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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 204906 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO FMC-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 
OES-09 /053 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/TRA/ MA:RRMCKEON:LY 
APPROVED BY EB/TRA/ MA:RKBANK 
ARA:R GRAHAM 
FMC:E PAPPAS (SUB) 

EB/MA:J LLOYD 

088303 141524Z/53 

R 141441Z AUG 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

UNCLAS STATE 204906 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:EWWT, XK, HO 

SUBJECT :MARINE CARGO FREIGHT RATES: AMAPALA MARINE 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 03443 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT FORWARDED THE REFERENCED TELEGRAM TO 
THE FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION. AN FMC OFFICIAL HAS 
REPORTED THAT CONFERENCE OFFICIALS BELIEVE THE RATE 
INCREASE TO BE JUSTIFIED BY THE PROMOTIONAL NATURE OF 
THE PRIOR RATE. THEY EXPLAINED THAT THE PREVIOUS RATE 
HAD BEEN SET AT A LOW LEVEL TO ALLOW AMAPALA TO ESTABLISH 
ITSELF; NOW THAT THE FIRM IS OVER FIVE YEARS OLD. THEY 
NO LONGER BELIEVE THIS IS NECESSARY. ADDITIONALLY. THEY 
CLAIM THAT THE HIGH VALUE OF AMAP ALA'S PRODUCT, 

AND ITS HIGH CLAIM FACTOR, WARRANT A HIGHER RATE THAN 
THE SHIPPER HAS BEEN PAYING. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 204906 


2. CONFERENCE OFFICIALS NOTED TO FMC THAT A SHIPPER MAY 
MAKE A WRITTEN REQUEST FOR RATE RELIEF. THEY INDICATED, 
HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT A REQUEST BY AMAPALA 
WOULD BE VIEWED FAVORABLY BY CONFERENCE MEMBERS. VANCE 
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